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S [told you in my laft, all my Difcourfes 
upon Trade are upén this one great Suppo» 
fition, that things at home, may, one time 

“24 _or other be reconciled, and we may be 

more Friends together than we are yet :——-We can 

homore Thrive together, than we can Agree toge- 
her: And, initead of improving, we fhall do in 

Fade, as the Swedes and Mufcovites do in War, 

urn and Deftroy one another, Ruin Trade, Deftroy 

dit, Difcourage Induftry, Weaken the General 
to k ; and, in fhort, go on tothe Deftrudtion of the 

Whole.————-But, fure this cannot hold always, and 
i hopes of'its mending, I proceed. 


= 


a began to give you fome Account of the Decay of 
our Commerce in England, and I think it is ab- 
_ folutely neceffary to convince you of this, before 
__ can rowfe you up to Improvement and Encreafe, 
——lI defire, for once, a Piece of Juftice of the 
World, and I expeé it only, as it-is neceflary 
eto this Cafe, and it is thig, That when I am {peak- 
ing of the Decay of Trade, by the War, or the 
_ Improvement of Trade, by the Peace; I may, for 
" .0%se, be underftood abftraéedly, without being 
_ fo much as fuppofed to be looking this way, or 
_ that, as to Parties, either making @ Satyr upon 
_ the War, or a Panegyrick upon the Peace; I de- 
_ fire to have nothing to do with al} your Heats 
_ and Feuds, in thiscafe; I abhor them, as un- 
__ chriftian, >on either fide, and ever did fo: Cur/- 
_ ed be your Divifions, for they are fierce, and your 
” Party-Strife, ee it # Crael,; {affer Me, therefore, 


you: ———But let me now tell you, there -is 
ddle in the prefent Wiew of Matters in Trade, 
hich, at firft fight may look very odd, and every 
annot underftand, and yet it is matter of eve- 
Experience too, my Riddle is this, That Trade 
moft DECAYED, and the moft ENCREAS- 
D fince the War, that ever was known in Exgjand, 
the like fpace of Time. 


fes in fo clear a Light, as to draw the juft Ballance 
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ve fometimes troubled you with Riddles to 


It requires fome Skill to fet thefe Decays and En- 


Trade between them, and {ee whether the that < 
1 Stock has got or Jof# ; ——I'll give you a Confideration 0 
nerals, which I leave to the Judgment of the she Shop-keeper 
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Men of Trade-to determine by, and may explain 
them afterwards in their Courfe. 


Trade is decayed, 

1, The Circulation of Trade in England is ruin’d, 
and things go in ftrait Lines, that, formerly, 
took large Circles, and every thing is gone back 
to its Original, or, to put it in more explicit 
Terms ; Trade, which had dilated it felf into 
Streams, is all gone back into Fountains; There 
are fewer Hands engaged in every Commodity, 
than there ufed to be, between the Maker and 
the Confumer :——This is a large Field, and 
init, we fhall find you Graves of whole*Peno- 
minations ot Trades wholly loft in Bufinefs,fo that 
tho’ fix times the Quantity of the Manufactures 
were made and confumed, yet not one fixth part 
ofthe People fhall be employed in the doing it. 
This is Depopulation in Trade, in the groffeft 
Senfe, and leaves a vaft Chafmm to be fill’d up. 

2; Credit in Trade is decay’d; Mark, 1 am not 
{peaking of Publick Credit, But Credit in Trade, 
this afl Tradefmen will agree to, who know any 
thing. Tradefmen cannot make a Third part 
of the Returns now they did formerly, nor give 
a third part of the Credit they ufed to give ; 
The Retailer Trades wholly upon his own Stock, 
who, before traded upon other Mens, this con- 
tra&s his yearly return, he cannot trade for 
fo much as before 3 and, confequently, cannot 
gain fo much, or live fo well. 

3. The Mediums of Trade are deRtroy’d,——T his 
4s what I once explained, when I difcourfed up- 
on the Injury done to Trade, by difcouraging 
the Wholefale Trade: —This Wholefale Trade, 
was like Yofeph’s publick Magazine of Corn for 
the Egyptians, which kept up their Supply when 
they had ‘nothing to buy with, neither : we or’ 
Land :-———Tbe wholefale Dealers in this-City, 
were the Men, upon whofe Capital Stock, I nray 
almoft fay, one half of the Kingdom Traded 5 
——I appeal to the Experience of the whele 
Town, {Is this Trade decayed, or not; or, Tae 
ther, {sit not very near quite funk, comparing, 
itto what it has been ? 


- Now, Gentlemen, to you who.areof the Opinion 
rade is not decayed, I recommend the juft 
 the(e three General Heads, and let 
and Wasehoufe-Men, of this es 
SEs vou 


? 


vouch for me, whether the Fa& is true or not: I 
fhouid fpeak to the Nature and Caufes of thefe Decays, 
which are fuch as thefe ; Heavy Duties upon the Mer- 
_ chant, obliging him to great Disburfe, difables him 
from giving large Credit to Wholefale-Men ; Large 
Interef’ and Steady Gains, in Funds, Stocks, and 
_ Loans to the Government, have drawn out the Capi- 
tal Stocks from Trade, which the Wholefale-Men find 
they.can employ better, have more.at command, and 
run lefs rifque in, than to have their Eftates lie in a 
Precarious Pofture, at the Mercy of a Thoufand 
Country Shop-keepers: ——-Such, aud fuch like are 
the Caufes, of which hereafter. 
I thould come now to fpeak of the encreafe of Trade, 
and tho’ they are few, yet they deferve fome notice 5 I 
thal] {peak of them in my next, being obliged to 


MiscELLANEA. 


Mr. Review, 
Am of the Number of thofe who have, of late, 
read very few of your Papers,and liked very few of 
thofe I have read: My Notions.and yours, not agree- 
ing at all about the Publick Affairs; and my Opi- 
nion of you having been very much leffen’d for your 
Writing, as.I thought, againft the Judgment of Ho- 
neft Men, who were with me, formerly your Admi- 
rers. I congratulate your being return’dto make your 
felf Pleafant again among your Friends, and agree. 
able to the Town, as you always are, when you write 
on the Subje& of Trade, in which, not to flatter you ; 
no Writer of this Age, Wha¢ was writ bere, I think, 
becomes me to conceal. As therefore, It is the Wifdom 
of every Author to know in what Part he excells, 
and to thew himfelfin that particular in which he can 
fhine brighteft ; It has been the Wonder of your Ac- 
quaintance that you fhould choofe to talk fo long, ina 
manner, which has only ferv’d to make your felf E- 
nemies, and forborn a Subje&, in which you may be 
| foufeful, which the Town fo much wants, and in 
which you may be certain to be read, both by Friend 
and Enemy, with Applaufe. ; 
After I have faid this, which I do not fay to flatter 
you in the leaft, I mut ay you my Thanks for your 
beginning to expofe the moft villainous Praétice in 
the Town, and which, neverthelefs, is now fo much 
_-encourag’d, that (as you well cal] it) *tis become a 
‘Trade; my Cafe deferves, if not-fome Pity, at leaft; 
to be made Publick, that it may be a Caveat to 
others; Take it, in hort, for it is already pretty 
_ much known. . 
> [had but an only Daughter, and, in-preportion to 
_ my Circumftances, refoly’d to do well for her, the be- 
_ ing a very Dutifuland Obliging Child ; ———An or- 
dinary Fellow, but a Man witha Grave Afpeé, and 
__ wheadling Tongue, comes ta: me, and tells me, he 
had a Propofal to make to me, of a Match for my 
Dau hter ; he made ufe of a Mans Name to me to 
_ excufe his abrupt coming, who. I knew very well; 
and who, with like wheedling Art, he had brought really 
40 give bim leave fo 10 do. . He told. me, there was a 
ee Young Merchant, in id good Bufinefs, newly come 
from. .... and fettled here ; in very good Cre- 
dit, and a large Commiffion-Trade, who, he knew, 
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break off now, to give room for a 
kind of Trade, which, 1 acknowledge, 


Praife. 


us, to bring it forward; I defir'd to know the ¢ 
tleman’s Name 5 which, with Cautions for Secrefie,' 
ave me ; I made fome Enquiry, and found 


100 Guineas for his Undertaking, 
the Man was, at that very time, in a defperate C 
dition in his Circumftances ; that he only wanted 
Money to hold him up for a little while lo 
which he took, in the manner above, to the Rui 
my Child, and Wounding my whole Family. 
give your Opinion in this Cafe, what CourieJ ou; 
to take. From my Houje nos far from the Exchan 
London, Jan. 3. 1712+ a 


I have made thisLetter Publick rather at the Ge 
mans defire, as a Caveat for others, than that 1 or 
Man elfe can propofe any thing to him todo:—' 
Remedy, Sir, and all you can do, is to be patient, 
as kind tothe Young Lady as your Family Circ 
ftances will admit; it.being, for ought I fee, no E 
of hers.———-But, I confefs, I think it is hard, f 
we have not a Law which fhould execute the Hush 
for a Wom.an-flealer, And have the other Eelloy 
firft.feverely whip’d to the Gailows, and 
afterwards for a Terrour to thofe I « 
Fobbers. 


